
 
 
May 30, 2014                                 LEGISLATIVE ALERT 
 
TO: Building Designers, Interior Designers and Building Officials 
 
RE: AB 2192 (Melendez) – OPPOSE  
 

The American Institute of Building Design, California Society (AIBD CS) opposes AB 2192 (Melendez) as 
introduced and as amended.  AIBD CS has represented Certified Professional Building Designers and non-
licensed design professionals throughout the state of California since 1950.  AIBD CS opposes AB 2192 for 
the following reasons: 
 
AB 2192 sets up a building plan “peer review” review process that reduces regulatory oversight. 
 

Allowing an architect to hire another “unaffiliated” architect to plan-check their work in lieu of a building 
department plan check is irresponsible and fraught with potential conflict of interest.  How is 
“unaffiliated” defined or regulated?  How is the potential of conflict of interest checked?   Plan-check 
integrity, and consumer safety, can only be maintained if the regulatory agency (building department) 
does this work or contracts with another entity to do this work. 
 
AB 2192 will slow the building permit plan-check process. 
 

This bill eliminates the current ability of building departments to contract with or employ a private entity 
on a temporary basis to perform the plan-checking function.  Many building departments have used this 
ability to handle increased plan-check volumes on a temporary basis.  Without the ability to contract for 
added plan-check workload, it will prolong and exacerbate the issuance of permits. 
 
AB 2192 does not solve any problem. 
 

The bill’s author does not offer any additional consumer protection, fiscal advantage or any improvement 
for the public in relation to this bill.  This bill only provides an advantage to licensed architects at the 
expense of consumers, local building departments and building designers. 
 
AB 2192 reduces free market choice for consumers. 
 

Non-licensed building designers have the right to prepare plans for residential buildings as specified in 
BPC 5537.  Indeed, most residential building plans are prepared by building designers, not architects.  By 
not allowing building designers the same option for “peer review” plan check, AB 2192 restricts the 
current right that consumers have to choose who designs their home, thus harming the free market. 
 
 

This bill is currently being considered in the California Senate.  AIBD CS opposes AB 2192 
and urges you to contact your California Senator . 

 
If you have questions please call: 

Caroline Veerman (760-494-7722) or Clay Johnson (707-677-3684) 
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